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clean-cut fashion. Not so the planned production for
community consumption which was to give it concrete
form The clem-ait plan was slowly and painfully
evolved, beginning when the caihcr socialist experiments
in "woikcrs' control" of industry had laded For fail
they must, seeing that workers' control of production left
unsolved the piior problems- what production did the
community nerd, and what could, it affoid?

It is the needs of the community wind) mmt decide the
aetivities of the produceis. If, lor example, the com-
inunity as a whol< hicks l)oots, it is lutilc to diveit produc-
tive energy to making spats, however thorough might be
"workers' control" in the spat inclustiv.

To ascertain the needs of the community, however,
demands nn oiganr/alion right outside the whole of industry
itself, nn organization \\hich would voice chicctly, as the
spokesman ot tcprc,sensitive of the whole community,
wli.it things the community had need of. And that
involved a Flan

Consequently, on Decombet ijth, i<)J7, a. body, called
the Supreme Council of .Public EC onoiuy, was appointed,
with exceedingly wide powcis, to produce, general plans
;tnd estimates whic.h should icgulnte (lie entire economic
life of the country. This J'hm had its eye from fust to
last upon the needs of consunut.s, whethei the army,
which needed supphei, induslty, which needed metals and
machines; ague,tilture, which nee.d'd plmi<',hs and tractors,
or the common man, who needed biead, boois, and books.

The PJrm demanded that eviry individual enterprise
should pass under publie control, th.d every source of raw
material, with every acre of land, should pass into public
ownership.

What might have: been done by puichase, or by a system
of extended compensation, was done by forcible seizure in
Russia. But it was done. And foremost in the doing-, as
far as die land was concerned, weio the richer peasants
who wcie themselves to suffer seveu*ly when, at a later
date, they fou ibly resisted collecttvi'/atum.

We may perhaps noU< e in py%ni# that should the
socialist experiment otherwise approve itself, say in Kngland